54 On Oreation.

LESSON FOURTH.

ON CREATION.

TaIs lesson treats of God bringing everything into exist-
ence. The chicf things created may be classed as follows:
(1) The things that simply exist, as rocks, and minerals—
gold, silver, iron, etc. (2) Things that exist, grow, and live, like
plants and trees, (8) Things that grow, live, and feel, like
animals, (4) Things that grow, live, feel, and understand,
like men. Besides these we have the sun, moon, stars, ete. ;
all things too that we can see, and also heaven, purgatory, hell,
and good and bad angels, All these are the works of God’s
oreation. All these He has called into existence by merely
wishing for them.

#3832 Q. Who created heaven and earth, and all things?
A. God created heaven and earth, and all things.

¢ Heaven,” where God is and will always be. It means,
too, everything we see in the sky above us. “ZEarth,” the
globe on which we live.

*33 Q. How did God create heaven and earth?

A, God created heaven and earth from mnothing, by
His word only ; that is, by a single act of His all-power-
ful will,

84 Q. Which are the chief creatures of God ?
A. The chief creatures -of God are angels and men,

35 Q. What are angels ?
A, Angels are pure spirits without a body, created to
adore and enjoy God in heaven.

¢« Angels” are not the same as saints. .Saints are those who
at one time lived upon- the.earth as.we do, and who on. ac-
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count of their very good lives are now in heaven, They had
bodies as we have. The angels, on the contrary, never lived
visibly upon the earth, In the beginning God was alone.
We take great pleasure in looking at beautiful things. God,
geeing His own beauty, and knowlng that others wonld have
very great pleasure and happiness in geeing Him, determined
to create some beings who could enjoy this happiness; and thus
He wished to share with them the happiness which He Himself
derived from seeing His own beauty. Therefore He created
angels who were to be in heaven with Him, singing His
praises and worshipping before His throne. :
The angels are not all equal in dignity, but are divided into
‘nine classes, or choirs, according to their rank or office, and,
as theologians tell us, arranged from the lowest to the highest
and named as follows: anorels, archangels, virtues, powers,
principalities, dominations, thrones, cherubim, and seraphim,
Archangels are higher than angels and are so called because
sent to do the most important works. It was the Arch-
angel Michael who drove Lucifer from heaven and the Arch-
angel Gabriel who announced to the Blessed Virgin that she
was to be the Mother of God. The angels receive their
names from the duties they perform. The word angel signi-
fies messenger.

*36 Q. Were the angels created for any other purpose ?

A, The angels were also created to assist before the
throne of God and to minister unto Him ; they have
often been sent as messengers from God to ma,n and are
also appointed our guardians,

The duties of the angels are many. Some remain always in
heaven with God; some are sent to earth to be our guardians
and to remain with ns. Each of us has an angel to take care
of us. He is with us night and day, and offers our prayers
and good works to God. He prays for us, exhorts us to do
good and avoid evil; and he protects us from dangers spirit-
ual and temporal. ‘How unfortunate then must one be to
cause him to refurn to heaven with sad complaints to God 3 H
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such as: -““ The one whom I have in charge will not obey Thy
la,ws or use the graces Thou sendest him: with all my efforts to
save him, he continues to do wrong.” He will be doubly sad
when he sees other angels returning with good reports and
receiving new graces for those whom God has committed to
their care, If you love your guardian angel, never impose on
him the pamfnl duty of bringing to God the report of your
evil doings.

Now, how do we know that the angels offer our prayers
and good works to God? We know it from the bean-
tiful story of Tobias, told in the Holy Scripture (Tobias).
This holy man loved and feared God. He lived at a time
when his people were persecuted by a most cruel king, who
wished to force them to give up the true God and worship
idols, but many of these good people suffered death rather
than deny God and obey the wicked king, When they were
put to death their bodies were left lying on the grouund, to be
devoured by birds of prey or wild animals. Any one caught
burying them was to be put to death by the king’s servants.
Tobias used to carry the dead bodies of these holy martyrs into
his house and bury them at night.

One day when he returned very tired he lay down by the
wall of his house to rest, and, while lying there, some dirt fell
into his eyes and he became blind. This Tobias had a young
son whose name was also Tobias ; and as he himself was now
blind and poor, he wished to send his son into a certain city,
at a good distance off, to collect some money that he had
formerly loaned to a friend. Asthe young man did not know
the way, his father sent him out to look for a guide. Young
Tobias went ont and found a beautiful young man standing
on the road near his house. Tobias asked the young man to be
his guide and he consented; and he brought Tobias to the dis-
tant city. As they were on their way they sat down by the
bank of a river.  Tobias We:at into the water near the edge,
and soon a great fish rushed at him, Tobias called to his guide.
The guide told him to take hold of the fish.and drag.it out
upon the shore. There they killed it, and kept part of its
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tiesh for food and part for medicine. Then they went on to
the city,"got the money and returned. The guide told young
Tobias to rub the part of the fish he had taken for medicine
upon his father’s eyes. He did so, and immediately his father’s
eyes were cured and he saw. Then both the father and son
were so delighted with this young guide, that they offered to
give him half of all they had. He refused to take it and then
told them he was the angel Raphael sent from God t0 be the
guide of this good man’s son. He told the old Tobias how
he (the angel) had carried up to God his prayers and good
works while he was burying the dead. When they heard he
was an angel tney fell down and reverenced him, being very
much afraid. From this beautiful history we know that the
angels earry our prayers and good works to God. Again we
learn from the Holy Scripture (Genesis xxviii.) in the his-
tory of another good man almost the same thing. The patriarch
Jacob was on a journey, and being tired, he lay down to rest
with his head npon a stone. As he lay there he had a vigion
in which he saw a great ladder reaching up from earth to
heaven, At the top he saw Almighty God standing, and on
the ladder itself angels ascending and descending. Now the
holy Fathers of the Church tell us this is what is really tak-
ing place; the angels are always going down and up from
God to man, thouglh not on a ladder and not visibly as they
appeared to Jacob. Besides the guardian angel for each
person, there are also guardian angels for each city and for
each nation. _

Again (Genesis xix.) angels appeared to Lot to warn him
about the destruction of the wicked cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha. Angels appeared also to the shepherds on the
night Our Lord was born (Luke ii.). The catechism says
angels have no bodies, how then could they appear? They
took bodies made of some very light substance which would
make them visible, and appeared just like beautiful young
men, clad in flowing garments, as you frequently see them
represented in pictures. Angels were sometimes sent to pun-
ish men for their sins, as the angel who killed in one night
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185,000 men in the army of the wicked king, Sennacherib
who blasphemed God, and was endeavoring to destroy Jeru-
ealem, God’s city (4 Kings xix.). .

But here is a difficulty. If God Himself watches over us
and sees all things, why should the angels guard us? It is
on account of God’s goodness to us; though it is not neces-
sary. He does not wish us to have any excuse for being bad,
so He gives us each a special heavenly servant to watch and
assist us by his prayers. If a friend received us into his house
and did all he could for us himself, we should certainly be sat-
isfied, but,if he gave us a special servant, though it would not
be necessary, he would show us great respect and kindness.
Moreover whatever the angels do for us, we might say God
Himgelf does, for the angels are only obeying His commands:

#37 Q. Were the angels, as God created them, good and

happy?
A. Tho angels as God created them were good and

happy.

*38 Q. Did all the angels remain good and happy?

A. All the angels did not remain good and happy;
many of them sinned and were cast into hell; and these
are called devils or bad angels.

God did not admit the angels into His presence at once.
He placed them for a while on probation, as He did our first
parents,

. One of these angels was most beantiful, and was named
Lucifer, which means light-bearer. He was so perfect that
he seems to have forgotten that he received all his beauty and
intelligence from God, and not content with what he had, be
came sinfully proud and wished to be equal to God Himself.
For his-sin he and all his followers were driven out of heaven,
- and.God then created hell, in which they were to suffer for
all eternity. This same Lucifer is now called Satan, and more
commonly the devil, and those who accompanied him in his
fall, devils, or fallen angels,



