216 On Indulgences.

LESSON TWENTY-FIRST.
ON INDULGENCES.

231 Q. What is an indulgence?
A. An indulgence is the remission in whole or in
part of the temporal punishment due to sin.

I mAVE explained before what the temporal punishment is;
namely, the debt which we owe to God after He has forgiven
our sins, and which we must pay in order that satisfaction be
made, It is, as I said, the value of the watch we must return
after we have been pardoned for the act of stealing. I said
bhis punishment must be blotted out by our penance. Now,
the Church gives us an easy means of so doing, by granting
us indulgences. She helps us by giving us a share in the
merits of the Blessed Virgin and of the saints. All this we
have explained when speaking in the Creed of the commun-
ion of saints, '

* 232 Q. Is an indulgence & pardon of sin, or a license
to commit sin? :
A. An indulgence is not & pardon of sin, nor &
license to commit sin, and one who is in & state of mor-
tal sin cannot gain an indulgence.

If you are in a state of mortal sin you lose the merit of
any good works you perform. God promises to reward us for
good works, and if we are in a state of grace when we do the
good works, God will keep His promise and give us the re-
ward; but if we are in mortal sin, we have no right or claim
to any reward for good works, because we are enemies of God.



On Indulgences. 217

Wor this reason alone we should never remain even for a short
time in mortal sin, since it is important for us to have all the
merit we can. Even when we will not repent and return to
Him, God rewards us for good works done by giving us some
temporal blessings or benefits here upon earth. He never
allows any good work to go unrewarded any more than He
allows an evil deed to go unpunished. Although God is so
good to us we nevertheless lose very much by being in a state
of mortal sin; for God’s grace is in some respects like the
money in a bank: the more grace we receive and the better
we usge it, the more He will bestow upon us. When you
deposit money in a savings-bank, you get interest for it; and
when you leave the interest also in the bank, it is added to
your capital, and thus you get interest for the interest. So
God not only gives us grace to do good, but also grace for
doing the good, or, in-other words, He gives us grace for
using His grace.

233 Q. How many kinds of indulgences are there?
A. There are two kinds of indulgences—plenary and

- partial.

934 Q. What is a plenary indulgence?
A. A plenary indulgence is the full remission of the

temporal punishment due to sin.

« Full remission;” so that if you gained a plenary indul-
gence and died immediately afterwards, you would go at once
to heaven. Persons go to purgatory, as you know, to have
the temporal punishment blotted out; but if you have no
temporal punishment to make satistaction for, there is no
purgatory for you. It is very hard to gain a plenary indul-
gence, as you may understand from its very great advantages.
To gain it we must not only hate sin and be heartily sorry
even for our venial sins, but we must not have a desire for
even venial sin. However, we should always try to gain a
plenary indulgence, for in so doing we always gain part of it
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or a partial indulgence, greater or less according to our dis-
positions.

2356 @. What is a partial indulgence?
A. A partial indulgence is the remission of a part of
the temporal punishment due to sin,

#2386 Q. How does the Church by means of indul-
gences remit the temporal punishment due to sins?

A. The Church by means of indulgences remits the
temporal punishment due to sin by applying to us the
merits of Jesus Christ, and the superabundant satisfac-
tions of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of the saints,
which merits and satisfactions are its spiritual treas-

ury.

“Buperabundant” means more than was necessary. (See
explanation of communion of saints in the ‘“ Oreed.”)

237 Q. What must we do to gain an indulgence?
A. To gain an indulgence we must be in a state of
grace and perform the works enjoined,

“Works”—to visit cerfain churches or alfars; to give
alms; to say certain prayers; etec. TFor a plenary indulgence
it is required generally to go to confession and Holy Com-
munion, and to pray for the intention of our Holy Father the
Pope. When an indulgence may be gained by praying for
the intention of onr Holy Father, it will be sufficient to say five
Our Fathers and five Hail Marys for his intention, Now,
what does praying for the intention of the Pope or bishop or
any one else mean ? It does not mean that you are to pray
for the Pope himself, but for whatever he is praying for or
wishes you to pray for. For instance, on one day the Holy
Father may be praying for the success of some missions that
he is establishing in pagan lands; on another, he may be pray-
ing that the enemies of the Church may not succeed in their
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‘plans aguinst it; on another, he may be praying for the con-
version of some nation, aud so on j—whatever he is praying for
or wishes you to pray foris called his intention., To gain an
indulgence you should also have the intention of gaining it.
There are many prayers. that we sometimes say to which
indulgences are attached, and we do not know it. How can
we gain them? By making a general intention every morn-~
ing while saying our prayers to gain all the indulgences we
can during the day, whether we know of them or not. For
example, there is an indulgence of fitty days granted us every
time we make the sign of the cross, being sorry for our sins;
and if we make it with holy water we can gain one hundred
days’ indulgence. Many may not know of these indulgences;
but if they have the general intention mentioned above, they
will gain the indulgence every time they perform the work. In
the same way all those who are in the habit of going to con-
fegsion and Holy Communion every week can gain all the
plenary indulgences for which confession and Holy Com-
munion are required conditions, and even when they do not
know that they are gaining indulgences. |

You sometimes see printed after a little prayer: An indul-
gence of forty days, or, an indulgence of one hundred days, or
of a year, ebc. Whaut does that mean? Does it mean that a
person who says that prayer will get out of purgatory forty
days sooner than he wounld if he did not say it? No. I
told you how the early Christians were obliged to do public
penance for their sins; to stand at the door of the church and
beg the prayers of those entering. Sometimes their penance
lasted for forty days, sometimes for one hundred days, and
sometimes for a longer period. By an induigence of forty
days the Church grants the remission of as much of the tem-
poral punishment as the early Christians would bave received
for doing forty days’ public penance. Just how much of the
temporal punishment God blotted out for forty days’ public
penance we do not know; but whatever it was, God blots out
just the same now for one who gains an indulgence of forty
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days by saying a little prayer to which the indulgence is
attached. But why, you may wonder, did the early Christians
do such penances? Because in those days their faith was
stronger than ours, and they understood befter than we do
the malice of sin and the punishment it deserves. Later the
Christians grew more careless about their religion and the
service of God, The Church therefore, wishing to save its
children, made it eagier for them to do penance. If it con-
tinued to impose the public penances, many would not per-
form them, and thus loge their souls.

Besides indulgences granted for saying certain prayers or
doing certain good works, there are others granted for certain
persons, places, or things. For instance, a pair of beads or &
cross may have an indulgence attached which you can gain by
uging them. A church or altar may have an indulgence at-
tached which you can gain by visiting them on cerfain days.
A certain priest may have the power granted him by the Holy
Father of blessing crosses, medals, ete., with special indul-
gences attached.



